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What is CAO
·CAO is the Central Application Office.

·It is a body which receives all applications from Leaving 
Certificate Pupils for any courses in Irish Higher 
Education Institutes.

·It is an anonymous system, which allow for applicants 
to have a fair and unbiased application for further study.

·It is a non ðprofit organisation.

·òThe purpose of the CAO is to process applications 
centrally and to deal with them in an efficient and fair 
manneró. 

·The HEIõs retain the function of making decisions on 
admission requirements.



The NFQ
·The National Framework of Qualifications, the NFQ 

was  launched in 2003.

·It is a system of ten levels that incorporates awards 
made for all kinds of learning, wherever it is gained.

·Schools, Further Education (FETAC awards) and 
Higher Education Institutes (HEIõsðITõs, Universities 
and HETAC awards) are all included.

·For instance, the Junior Certificate is at Level 3, Leaving 
Certificate is at Level 5, apprenticeship qualifications 
are at Level 6, the Honours Bachelor Degree is at Level 
8, the Doctoral Degree is at Level 10. 





What does it mean?
·Courses offered by Further or Higher Education 

Institutes are given a NFQ Level.
·If you complete a FETAC Course, you remain at Level 5.
·A Certificate or an Apprenticeship is Level 6.
·An Ordinary Degree is Level 7.
·And an Honours Degree is Level 8.
·You can not progress to Level 9 or 10 until you have 

completed Level 8.
·However, you can apply directly to Level 7 or 8, without 

completing Level 6.
·Essentially it means that if you apply to CAO, you can 

pick TEN Level 6 or 7 Courses and TEN Level 8 
Courses.



Level 8 ~ Entry Requirements
·Level 8 Courses have the following entry requirements:

·2 HC3 and 4 Passes generally including Irish, English.

·Different colleges have different entry requirements.

·Colleges of NUI (UCD, UCC, NUI -M & NUI -G) 
have a Second Language requirement.

·There are some exceptions now for Science, 
Engineering and Agriculture Science Courses.

·Some courses will have specific requirements (e.g. 
Pharmacy usually requires a HC3 in Chemistry).

·Always consult the College Prospectus for 
information on course specific requirements.



Specific Faculty Requirements
E.g. Engineering at UCD

Minimum Entry Requirements:

·Before the Points are considered applicants must satisfy the 
following criteria.
·They must Pass 6 Subjects in their Leaving Certificate
·At least 2 at Higher Level (Obtaining a C3 or better)
·Must have a pass in Irish*, English & a Second Language**.
Specific Entry Requirements:

·And must have at least a C3 in Higher Level Maths.

* Except in the case of someone with an exemption from 
Irish based on a number of criteria

** Exemptions from Modern Languages can be obtained 
based on a Specific Learning Difficulty.



The Points System
·The six best results, in recognised subjects, in one Leaving 

Certificate Examination will be counted for points 
computation.

·One sitting only of the Leaving Certificate Examination will 
be counted for points purposes. 

·In the case of certain subjects, e.g. Home Economics 
(General), Alternative Ordinary Level Mathematics, 
Foundation Level Mathematics or Foundation Level Irish, 
some HEIõs may not award the points indicated on the 
points grid. 

·If in any doubt, check with the Admissions Office of the 
appropriate HEIõs. 



The Points System - 2
·LCVP points awarded: Distinction - 70, Merit - 50, Pass ð

30

·Bonus points for Leaving Certificate Higher Level 
Mathematics will be awarded in 2010 by University of 
Limerick and for Liberal Arts (MI004) and Early 
Childhood Care and Education (MI007) at Mary 
Immaculate College. 

·The Dublin Institute of Technology also awards bonus 
points for Mathematics and a number of science subjects 
in the case of the Level 8 course DT021. 

·Points for Foundation Maths are only accepted in some 
institutions.



The Points System - 3
GRADE HIGHER ORDINARY BONUS *

FOUNDATION 
MATHS **

A1 100 60 40 20

A2 90 50 35 15

B1 85 45 30 10

B2 80 40 25 5

B3 75 35 20

C1 70 30 15

C2 65 25 10

C3 60 20 5

D1 55 15

D2 50 10

D3 45 5


